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Synopsis

In search of a lost time:A The complete portfolios by Edward S. Curtis on Native Americans A At
the turn of the 20th century, the American photographerA Edward Sheriff CurtisA (18684 “1952)
started on his 30-year project to produce a monumental study of North American Indians. Using an
approach that was both artistically and scientifically ambitious, he recorded, in words and pictures,
the traces of the traditional Indian way of life that was already beginning to die out.With tireless
personal commitment Curtis visitedA 80 American Indian tribes from the Mexican border to the
Bering Strait, gaining their confidence through his patience and sensitivity. His work was printed in
20 volumes between 1907 and 1930 asA The North American Indian, but with only 272 copies,
originals became extremely rare.This book gathers Curtisd ™ entire American Indian portfolio into
one publication, offering renewed access to and appreciation of his extraordinary achievement,
which is as much a precious historical document as a triumph of the photographic form. A About

AN

the Series:Bibliotheca UniversalisA 4 ” Compact cultural companions celebrating the eclectic
TASCHEN universe at an unbeatable, democratic price!Since we started our work as cultural
archaeologists in 1980, the name TASCHEN has become synonymous with accessible,
open-minded publishing.A Bibliotheca UniversalisA brings together nearly 100 of our all-time
favorite titles in a neat new format so you can curate your own affordable library of art,

anthropology, and aphrodisia.Bookworma ™s delight & ” never bore, always excite!
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Customer Reviews



While | am pleased to see so many of Curtis’s images in a single book, | bought this with the hope
of sketching some of the portraits. There is hardly any contrast and hardly any detail. Everything is
soft and dark. | can’t see enough detail to draw from. | would have happily paid more for better

quality images. It is a disappointing purchase.

Really great compendium with lots of quality pictures from the original twenty volumes, but... |
believe the book is too small (actually pocket size), some of the pictures are just thumbnails. | was

expecting full page pics, a little bit disappointing.

Really nice compendium of the Curtis portfolios. Good to have on hand while reading Short Nights
of the Shadow Catcher; that book (a great read), mentions many Curtis photos, but only includes a

select few. Very highly recommended, especially for the price.

| own many Curtis books and | must admit, | don’t yet have this one. However, I'm not sure | ever
will. People- What is wanted here are copies of this mans wonderful photographs and this size book

just can’t possibly do this art justice. | won’t buy it and don’t suggest you do either.

This is a great gift for the Native American/Enthusiast in your family! | got this as a gift for my father,
as he is part Chippewa and he was ecstatic. It is a heavy and very thick book with a lot of

information and photos.

Never have seen all Curtis’ work in one volume.A small size book. Printing is average.

This would be an excellent book great quality but the typeface must be 4 pt Pica and all in red.
Incredibly hard to read. The photographs however are excellent. | just cannot read the typeface long

enough to get in the story.

Entire collection of Curtis. Size of the photos are small but as a result it is overall satisfying.
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